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JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN JOHN MONTRESOR, 
JULY 1, 1777, TO JULY 1, 1778, 

CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE BRITISH ARMY. 1 

Including accounts of the Expedition of Lord and Sir Wm. Howe 

up the Chesapeake, the Battle op Bbandywine, and from the 

Occupation to the Evacuation of Philadelphia, with the 

REDUCTION OF Mud FoRT OR FoRT MlFFLIN. 
CONTRIBUTED AND EDITED BY G. D. SCULL, OXFORD, ENGLAND. 

(Concluded from page 206.) 

Sunday, May 10th. This morning at 5 o'clock wind S. W. 
The Light Infantry 2d Battalion and Galleys returned after 
having burnt the remains of the Rebel fleet excepting the 
Galleys that were sunk, the rebels lost by this Excursion 2 
Frigates & upwards of 30 Sail of Topsail vessels, had 8 
men killed & lost 4 pieces of Cannon & had several houses 2 
and Storehouses burnt at Borden Town filled with military 
Stores, Provisions, Salt, &c. &c. This morning by order of 
his Excellency Sir "W m. Howe, I laid out several works in 
the front of the lines, Picketted and Lock spitted, in order 
to make appearance only to the Enemy to answer Certain 
purposes, and acquainted Sir Henry Clinton therewith and 
also respecting the blowing up of Mud Island, which in my 
opinion should be erazed and that I had proposed the same 
to Sir William Howe, who had had it in contemplation and 
had directed me to acquaint Sir Henry Clinton of it. 

llih. Wind at W. N. W. 

12th. Wind E. S. East fine weather, Markets plentiful. 
State of our Rebel prisoners here and at New York are just 
now about 4000 men. 

1 For corrections in sketch of Captain MontrGsor which preceded the first 
part of this journal, see Notes and Queries, p. 000. 

2 One of the houses destroyed was that of Francis Hopkinson, for an 
account of which see Pennsylvania Magazine, vol. ii. p. 319. — Ed. 
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lZth. Wind at S. S. E. This morning I detached Lieut. 
Haldane, Engineer, to New York in the Brune Frigate to act 
with the Brigade there. The Packet sailed this evening for 
Falmouth. 

14th. Wind W. N. West, weather very fine. Orders this 
day for the heavy Baggage of this Army to be in readiness 
to embark at the Shortest notice. The heavy Cannon & 
shells, embarking on board of Ordnance Transports. 50 
Rebel Deserters made their Escape from Wilmington to this 
place. 

Ibth. Wind Westerly, weather very warm. 

16th. Weather very hot, summer set in. At 2 this morn- 
ing the Light Infantry of Guards, a Detachment of Light 
Infy of the Line & Simcoe's Rangers with a few Dra- 
goons in all about 400 were detached by 3 different roads 
with an Intent to cover the market people, the party near 
Jenkins Town were fired on by some Rebels who were pur- 
sued by us 3 miles, we killed 2 or 3 rebels and brought in 5 
Prisoners. We had 2 Dragoons horses killed and one man 
wounded. The Detachment at the Jersies had a centry fired 
on this day near the Bridge, about 15 shots & fled. A 
few smart Showers of Rain this morning which was much 
wanted, a Fleet of about thirty sail arrived from New York 
under Convoy of the Thames Frigate. 

Sunday 11th. Wind N-. E. fine weather. 

l£th. Weather overcast, wind Easterly but cleared up after 
noon, when an Entertainment called the " Mischisanza" was 
given by some officers in the Army as a compliment to Sir 
Wm. Howe and by way of taking leave of him before his 
departure for England, consisting of a Regatta, Fete Cham- 
petre, Tilts and Tournaments, Carosal, Procession through 
Triumphal Arches, Dancing, Exhibition of Fire works, 
musick and Feast. 1 

19th. Weather very warm. At \ past 10 thi9 evening 2 
Battalion British Grenadiers of Light Infantry, Simcoe's 

1 The fullest account of this celebration which has appeared was prepared 
by Miss Anne H. Wharton, and will be found in the Wharton Genealogy. 
—Ed. 
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Rangers with the Cavalry and 1st and 2nd Brigades, hence 
in order to cut off Le Marquis de Fayette with 4000 men 
who had just taken Post there and fled on the appearance of 
our Troops to the opposite side of the Schuylkill by Matson's 
Ford after leaving killed on the Field, one French officer and 
5 more Rebels and 12 Prisoners. Un coup manque in not 
having cut off the Marquis which 'tis thought might have 
been done. 1 

20th. Winds variable. The Remainder of the Army, or 
rather the Gros marched out very early this morning, until 
9 to support the great Detachment of last night leaving only 
the Garrison at Philadelphia, consisting of three Brigades 
and Woelwarth's Hessian Brigade. The whole army returned 
to Philadelphia this Evening. 

21st. Extremely hot, but attended with a light Breeze, 
wind Southerly. 

22d. Wind S. Arrived 2 Turtlers from the Bahama Islands. 
Weather very warm. 

Sunday 24th. At J past one this afternoon his Excellency 
Sir Wm. Howe took his Departure from this city for Eng- 
land, to the great regret of this Army. Wind Southerly, 
and fresh. I attended him to Billingsport and returned to 
Philadelphia at night. Some of the Redoubts were dis- 
mantled without my knowledge, rather unmilitary. Our 
ship of war arrived in the Delaware from their Station in 
the Chesapeak Bay, being recalled. 

25th. Wind Easterly & rather overcast but very hot. At 
9 o'clock this morning received a circular order from Adju- 
tant General's office but dated after orders, 10 at night, 24th 
May 1778. 

" It is the Commander in Chiefs Positive Orders, that the 
Baggage of the Army be Completely embarked by one o'clock 
to-morrow afternoon (meaning for this day) the Transports 
being ordered to fall down the River at that hour. 

G. Hutchinson Deputy adjutant General. 

1 An account of La Fayette's movements at Barren Hill will be found in 
Sparks's Washington, vol. v. p. 545. Carrington's Battles, p. 406.— Ed. 
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Heavy rains with a Gust of wind most of this night. The 
Inhabitants upon this sudden order assembled and offered 
3000 men if two of our army could be kept to defend the 
city, as their Goods must be plundered by the Rebels. The 
order for the Transports falling down would not be complied 
with. 

26th. Early this morning sailed from below Billingsport 
for England the Andromeda Frigate — Brine Commander in 
whom went General Sir William Howe. Wind fair. Pas- 
sengers with the General, Captain Mulcaster Engineer, and 
aid-de-camp, Robert McKenzie Esq. Secretary, and — Strachey 
Esq. M. P. and Secretary to the Commission for restoring 
Peace. Markets fallen off very much. Provisions ordered 
to be carried with the Troops by land, is 20 days and 4 on 
their backs. 

27th. Nothing extraordinary. The number of souls in the 
city of Philadelphia comprehending the Army, seamen and 
the Inhabitants consist of 60.000. Captain Smith Secretary 
to Sir Henry Clinton. 

28th. Very hard north wester and very cold, a difference 
of 40 degrees in the Thermometer from the warmest weather 
since the summer set in. Lord Howe returned to this city 
this morning from the Eagle. At 2 this morning went out 
the 2 Battalion of Light Infantry 5th, 42d and 44th Regts. 
and 140 Dragoons to surprize a body of Rebels supposed to 
be at Germantown, which got off. The 2 flank Companies of 
Guards went at the same time to Frankfort Bridge. Sir 
Henry Clinton went out to Germantown to meet the troops 
with 20 Dragoons only. Families given in their names to 
proceed with the army when they quit this city. This day 
the Andromeda cleared the Capes of Delaware. 

29th. Arrived in the River the Perseus Frigate from New 
York, arrived also the Greyhound Frigate who had taken a 
French armed Ship of 22 Guns & another Merchant men 
with lading for the rebels. Transports daily falling down. 
Wind H". West & the weather cold. Ships of war did not 
fire this day. The number of Horses belonging to our Army 
are 7000. 
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BOth. Wind S. E. The 7th and 26th crossed the Delaware 
to Cooper's Ferry in the Jersies to join the Corps posted there 
under the Command of Brig. Genl. Leslie. This night ar- 
rived the Packet from England. Transports falling down. 
Weather cold. 

Sunday Blst. Wind at East & Rain this whole day. 
Transports falling down below the Chevaux de frises. 
Weather so cold as to make fires. The Calculation (by the 
returns to the Congress) of the Continental Debt towards 
supporting the Rebellion in America to this day May 31, 
1778 is £23.970.000.10s.7|d, sterling. 

June 1st Monday. Wind at E. S. E. & rain all this day. 
The Consumption of Provisions for this army is now upon 
the nicest calculation 300 Tons per week. 

2d. Wind at N. East, weather variable. Vessels Dropping 
down. This evening the 15th Regt. embarked for Billings- 
port to join the Jersey Volunteers at that Post. 

Bd. Wind N". JS". E. Several Ships fell down, amongst the 
rest the Cadiz Packet. At 3 this morning went out a Corps 
to Chestnut Hill consisting of the Battalion Light Infantry, 
all the cavalry and the 17th 27th & 49th Regts. in order to 
cover the market people and returned taken 1 Rebel Light 
horse and 3 Rebels. Arrived the Phoenix 40 Gun Ship in 
the River from "Sew York. Redoubts dismantled of their 
Field train and some Iron Garrison Tram 12 Pounders and 
some old ones, sent all without my knowledge. This even- 
ing Captain Hovenden about 8 o'clock, with a party of 24 
Dragoons and Capt. Thomas with 14 foot left Philadelphia 
& passed into the county of Bucks & at the fulling mill of 
Mr. Jenks, surprised & took a guard of Continental troops 
on their post there, guarding a considerable quantity of 
cloth belonging to the poor people of the country of which 
they had been robbed by orders from the rebel head quarters. 
This was performed with the secrecy the principal design re- 
quired, which was to take another party, a small distance off 
without firing a gun, which must have alarmed the other 
post, they took prisoners the whole guard. Immediately 
after they proceeded to Newton, surprised & took the first 
centry without alarm. On approaching near the quarters of 
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Major Murray they were fired upon by the centry at his 
door. This alarmed the guard about 40 yards distance who, 
being 16 in number, & under cover of the guard house, 
immediately took to their arms and discharged their pieces 
on the troops surrounding them, but such was their activity 
& alertness, that, after returning the fire & before the enemy 
could load a 2nd time, they stormed the house, killed 5, 
wounded 4 & took the rest of the guard prisoners & with 
them a considerable quantity of cloth then making up by a 
number of workmen for the rebel army. All this was done 
with so much secrecy conduct & bravery, that none of either 
of the parties received the least injury. About 6 o'clock the 
next evening they returned, bringing with them the wounded 
& the following prisoners : Francis Murray Major of their 
standing army — Henry Marfit, Lieut, of militia — John Cox, 
Ensign of their standing army — Carnis Grace, Ensign of 
ditto — Andrew McMian, Ensign of Militia — Charles Charl- 
ton, Quarter master of Standing army— Eriel "Welburn, Ser- 
geant of ditto — James Moor, ditto of ditto. 24 Privates of 
ditto except one. Anthony Tate, a Grand Juror. 

4</*. King's Birth day. Shipping fired, and Royal Salutes 
from the Artillery Park. 1000 Grenadiers went out this 
morning to Germantown, consisting of 1st Battalion British 
the rest Hessians. The Commander in Chief's dispatches 
closed this Evening, and given to Capt. James Moncrief, 
Engineer. Ordered with them to St. Augustin in the Perseus 
Frigate without it being notified to me. "Wind north East. 

5th. This evening an account of the Commissioners and 
Lord Cornwallis being arrived in the Paver. "Wind Southerly. 
Should we suddenly leave this city there will remain 127,000 
Bushels of Salt. 

6th. This morning at 11 o'clock arrived in this city Lord 
Cornwallis and in the Evening after dark the 3 Commissoners 
vizt. Lord Carlisle, Mr. Eden, and General Johnston. 1 Wind 

1 An elaborate note on this commission will be found in Reed's Reed, 
vol. i. p. 422. It will be remembered that it was charged that a bribe was 
offered to Reed by one of the commissioners if he would use his abilities to 
bring about a reconciliation between England and the Colonies. — Ed. 

Vol. vi.— 19 
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S. E. and Rain in the night. This morning at 2 o'clock 2 
Brigades, 2 Battalions Light Infantry, Simcoe's Bangers and 
some Cavalry went to Chestnut Hill. "We had 3 Light In- 
fantry wounded & 2 horses killed. The Rebels had 3 men 
killed & 4 prisoners. Our Army now consists of 20.000 
Effectives, 17.600 fighting men. 

Sunday June 1th. Wind at S. E. The Commissioners ar- 
rival in the night was announced by a Salute this morning 
from the artillery Bark. A very heavy rain most of this day. 

8th. Wind at W. The market people on their return from 
this city stopped by the rebels & the whole branded W. H. 
Some Rebel Cavalry by accident fell in with our Centry in 
the night on the Jersey Side were fired on & missed. One 
of the inundating dams gave way. Waggons all this night 
crossing the Delaware from hence to the Jerseys. 

9th. A Flag of Truce from the Rebels, likewise a flag from 
us. At 2 this morning the 2 Regiments of Anspach, Em- 
barked and got in the tide below the Chevaux de frizes. 
Wind at W. ~N. W. This evening the 46th Regiment em- 
barked for Cooper's Ferry in New Jersey opposite this city to 
join the Troops at that Fost. 

lQlh. Wind at S. W. This morning at § past 5 a Corps 
was sent towards Chestnut Hill under the Command of Brig. 
Genl. Matthew consisting of 2 Battalion Light Infantry, the 
Brigade of Guards and their Light Infantry and Grenadiers 
and the 4th Regiment accompanied with Sir Henry Clinton, 
Lord Cornwallis, and Lord Carlisle. Mr. Ferguson, 1 the 
Bhilosopher and Secretary to the Commissioners went with a 
Flag of Truce across the Schuylkill but was stopped at the 
Rebels advanced Bost by Morgan, who commands the Rifle 
men, just 6 miles to the Rebel Camp at Valley Forge. A 
Gust this evening and the wind round to the N. West. The 
Ferseus Frigate sail for St. Augustine. 

Uth. Wind at S. W. The hottest day felt this year. The 
Lizard Frigate arrived from New York. 

12th. Waggons crossing over to the Jersies from hence all 

1 Dr. Adam Ferguson, Author of History of Rome. — Ed. 
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night and also the Park of artillery. 2To waggons now left 
behind. Two deserters from the Rebel Camp. 

loth. "Wind at K K East, weather delightful. Arrived 
the Cork Fleet of Victuallers with 500 Recruits. This 
morning the Patrol of Provincial Cavalry were attacked near 
the Post in the Jersies, we had 1 killed and 1 wounded. 
The Rebels left 2 killed. All the Intrenching Tools to be 
carried with the Army were sent by me to Cooper's Ferry in 
!New Jersey. Remark. This army rather discontented since 
the Departure of Genl. Sir Wm. Howe and the new measures 
received' from the Ministry. 

Sunday June 14th. Weather cool & pleasant. Wind at 
]N\ E. Seventy of our Prisoners exchanged and arrived this 
day through the lines and an Exchange of Rebel prisoners 
for them, sent from the Jails. Army horses sent across the 
Delaware to the Jersies. The several ships on the Stocks set 
fire to this day, 1 by which as the weather was dry and came 
round to the Eastwards, set fire to the Houses about but was 
quickly extinguished by the Troops. 

15th. Wind at jST. !N". E. All officers horses ordered over 
to the Jersies. An Express arrived from Rhode Island to 
Head Quarters with an account of an alert from thence of 
500 men under the Command of Lt. Col. John Campbell, 
22d Regt. to Bristol and Warren which they burnt together 
with 130 Flat boats, 1 Galley & one Frigate, blew up two 
magazines, destroyed 40 Cannon, killed several and brought 
off 3 Colonels, 2 Captains and 70 men. Our loss 1 officer and 
7 wounded, 2 Drummers missing. A Brigade of Hessians 
embarked in flat Boats and crossed the Delaware into the 
Jersies as did the 33d in the night. Arrived dispatches from 
2s"ew York by water in three days. 

16th. Wind S. W. weather very hot, tho' accompanied 
with a Breeze. The 2 Regts. of Dragoons 16th and 17th 
crossed over from hence into the Jersies leaving 2 troops of 
each. The 3 Commissioners left this for the Trident Sloop 
of War. This city very offensive, owing to the numbers, 

1 See Memorial of Col. Jehu Eyre. Pennsylvania Magazine, vol. iii. 
p. 424— Ed. 
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negligence and heat and the plane it stands on. All the re- 
doubts that form the Line of Defence of this City dismantled 
of their Field pieces, &c., before daybreak, hut without my 
knowledge. Lt. Genl. Kuiphuysen and the Hessians and 
Hessian Grenadiers and Major Genl. Grant crossed into the 
Jersies. The Hessian Grenadiers by mistake, as they were 
to form part of the Rear Guard. 

17/A. Lt. Genl. Kniphuysen took post at Haddonfield. 
Rebel Deserters came in to us. Sent my public papers by 
Monckton. This afternoon all the Troops were at their alarm 
Posts and defences at 6 o'clock with orders not to look upon 
the city any longer as their cantonment. 

18th June, 1778, Evacuation of Philadelphia 

18th. This morning early the Kings Troops evacuated the 
city of Philadelphia and the several Redoubts and works that 
form its Defences and retired by land to Gloucester point 4 
miles below it on the Pennsylvania Shore and there embarked 
in Flat Bottomed Boats and crossed the River Delaware into 
2vew Jersey at Gloucester, after which the armed vessels and 
Flat Boats proceeded down the River to Billingsport with a 
northerly wind and very fine weather, & at Eleven o'clock 
this morning the Fleet then weighed. Not being able to 
proceed with the army across the Jerseys on account of a 
Rupture, I proceeded down the Delaware in the Cadiz Packet 
and there embarked. 

19th. Wind E. weighed at 7 this morning and anchored at 
1 P. M. Rain from this P. M. all night. The 15th Regt. 
were posted at Billingsport and having sent 150 men to forage 
too far, they were intercepted by a considerable body of the 
Rebels with 2 Field pieces and got to Red Bank and were 
taken off, horses & all by the Vigilant's Boats she having 
fortunately got around near that place. 

20th. Wind at S. E. &c, a rainy day without Intermission. 

Sunday June 21st. "Wind S. W. The Eagle Lord Howe 
and the Trident with the Commisioners fell down from New 
Castle and joined the Fleet below Reedy Island. Still at 
anchor. Intensely hot. 

22c/. Wind at N. E. At 7 this morning- the whole fleet 
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weighed and sailed but at 10 A. M. they came to an anchor 
Excepting the small craft, with the Division under Convoy 
of the Richmond. "Went on and some time after a 2nd divi- 
sion with the Daphne Frigate. Wind at night veered to the 
N". E. Rained most of this day and all this night at anchor. 
Muddy bottom. A Flag of truce from the Pennsylvania 
Shore just to say that 500 Hessians were arrived at Phila- 
delphia to be Exchanged and mentioned that our army with 
Sir Henry Clinton were at Mount Holly. 

23d. "Wind at S. E. All the Fleet remained at anchor. 
The men of war boats set fire to a discarded Rebel vessel 
stranded on the West Shore. Two or three Boats came off 
that shore with stock. This river rather unhealthy for the 
Fleet, several having fallen sick and many thrown overboard. 
The Harriet Packet sailed for Falmouth, convoyed by the 
Porcupine Sloop of War, who is likewise to proceed to Eng- 
land with duplicates. 

24^A. In General calm, what little wind Southerly. An 
almost total Eclipse of the Sun from 8 until J past 10 this 
morning, somewhat after 9, the most obscure. The Maid- 
stone towed down the Fleet. The Daphne's Fleet off of 
Bombay Hook and just discernable at 10 o'clock P. M., fell 
down with the tide but scarce any wind. The main fleet 
still remaining at anchor This afternoon and evening ex- 
cessive hot, at 3 weighed and in one hour anchored in 3 
Fathoms of water, wind died away, anchors all buried in the 
mud. Heavy guns heard up the River. 

25th. Three country Boats came off of the West shore with 
Stock. At noon our Fleet weighed, consisting of 120 sail 
under the Convoy of the Phcenix 40 gun Ship and came to 
an anchor off of Bombay Hook at 3 P. M. in 7 Fathoms 
water, for want of wind. The Eagle and Trident follow the 
Fleet but a small distance and came to. Some few artificers 
on board my ship sickly, threw one overboard this evening 
a Blacksmith. Signal Smokes made on the parts of the Jer- 
sey Shore, water muddy. 

26th. Wind up the river from the Sea, notwithstanding 
the weather, intensely hot. Artificers sickly on board, sent 
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a carpenter to one of the Hospital Ships. Heavy guns heard 
below the River. Remained at anchor all this Day and night 
very sharp lightning. Thunder and rain this night. 

27<A. At 5 this morning a light wind at 1ST. West. Our 
fleet weighed and sailed but anchored again in | an hour 
after gaining about 3 miles. In the evening the Eagle, Lord 
Howe, the Trident with the Commisioners, the Isis, Lizard 
and other Ships fell down the River and joined our Meet. 
This is by far the hottest day this summer. 

-8th. "Wind at JST. W. At J past 5 this morning all the 
Fleet sailed leaving none behind, and came too oft' Lewis Town 
near Whorekill Road, excepting the Eagle Lord Howe and 
the Trident with the Commissioners which pursued their 
voyage to New York and were out of sight by the evening. 
By the Rebels prints 600 Rebels are acknowledged to have 
fallen in the action of Freehold Court house. Remark. 350 
Germans deserted from us during the march. 

29lh. At Break of day this morning the whole Fleet, ex- 
cepting the Roebuck (which was left on her station in the 
Delaware) sailed, the wind S. S. E. and as soon as we cleared 
the Cape May and Henlopen, the wind veered to the S. West, 
a fine breeze of 5 or 6 knots which the Fleet continued all 
this day and night. 

ZQth. Wind still continued fair at S. W. & ran nearly our 
Distance by 6 this morning, being from Cape May to Sandy 
Hook 40 leagues. Made the Highlands of Neversink about 
10 & Steered for the Hook, met the Scorpion cruizing. Found 
my old observation hold good of discovering the land as soon 
as in 15 Fathoms water. The whole Fleet came to an 
anchor abreast of the Hook (on acct. of the wind failing & 
the Tide of Ebb at 3 o'clock P. M. & just before day weighed 
again & soon after come too within the Hook, found the 
Eagle & Trident at anchor & Amazon frigate as a Guard Ship 
& a packet Extra which arrived the day before with accounts 
of a French Fleet having sailed & chased him, of 11 Sail of 
the Line & a Frigate & that Admiral Byron with 11 Sail of 
the line and 2 Frigates were sailed from England after 
them. July Wednesday. My return to New York. 
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1st. I arrived at New York. "Wind Southerly. The 
weather intensely hot. Thermometer 9-4°. Found at anchor 
the Ardent, Admiral Gambies, the Salbans, Experiment, and 
several Frigates, &c., and Preston, Commodore Hotham. 
Just learnt of the Battle of Monmouth Court house in Jer- 
sey & that my very valuable Friend and ever to be lamented 
Harry Monckton fell in the action and what adds to the mis- 
fortune no Tidings of my papers, both public and private. 

Another account of the Battle of Brandywine taken from Captain 
John Montresor's Mote Book. 

" Field of Battle upon Brandywine 12th September, 1777. 
Memorandum. Our Army under the command of General 
Sir William Howe landed at Elk Ferry, within 7 miles of 
the head of Chesapeake Bay on the 25 August, 1777, and 
one division marched on to the Head of Elk the 28th August 
& another division on the 30th and 31st August crossed the 
Elk to Cecil Court House in the East side and joined the 1st 
division on the 3d of September, 4 miles from the head of 
Elk by the lower road to Christian Bridge leaving 2 Brigades 
with Major Genl. Grant at Elktown to secure the landing of 
our Provisions and to destroy the Rebel Magazines and ves- 
sels. On the 3d September our Light Troops had a smart 
action with about 1200 of their picked men of 120 from their 
10 Brigades detached to harass us on the march. They had 
near them 1000 militia and the Philadelphia Light Horse 
which soon disappeared, the whole under the Command of 
General Maxwell which were entirely defeated, leaving dead 
2 Captains, one of Artillery and several men ; their loss they 
acknowledge to be very considerable, whereas we lost only 3 
men and 17 wounded. Nothing material happened until 
the 6th when Major General Grant joined us with a supply 
of Provisions. The 8th September, all the Army marched 
to Newark and encamped that night on the road which leads 
from Newport to Lancaster just 4 miles from Newport and 
where the Quarters of tbe Rebel army was posted and in the 
night the Enemy made a move across Chads Ford on the 
Brandywine & took post upon the heights with great judg- 
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ment. About sunset on the 9th our Army marched in 2 
Divisions, the 1st under Lt. Genl. Kniphuysen rather earlier 
by the way of New Garden to Kennet Square and the other 
Division with Lord Cornwallis through a bye Road to 
Hokesson Meeting House in Mill Creek Hundred and New 
Castle County and on the 10th the whole joined at Kennet's 
Square. On the 11th September at daybreak accompanied 
with a very favourable fog, all the heavy artillery and bag- 
gage went with the column under Lt. General Kniphuysen 
along a straight road to Chads-Ford, Lord Cornwallis leading 
the other columns a forced march of 17 miles in order to turn 
the Enemy's right, which was wisely and happily effected at 
J past 2 in the afternoon, most unexpectedly to the rebels, 
who were instantly obliged to divide their army (leaving 
part to oppose our right column) and took a most advan- 
tageous position on the heights in the rear of Birmingham 
meeting house, with the village of Dilworth on their Right 
and notwithstanding the long fatiguing sultry and dusty 
days march and strong post of the Enemy had taken the 
ardour of our most Excellent Troops was such that at \ past 
3 (only having halted and refreshed one hour) Ave marched 
forward in 3 columns into a valley and gradually as it were 
rose, a regular Glacis to the Enemy, during which we had 
some skirmishing and fire from the rebels until we had sur- 
mounted the summit, when our army cooly received the 
Enemy's fire and instantly charged them when the whole 
was put to the Route and in the end compleatly defeated and 
nothing but night pi'evented the victory being compleat, as 
under that cover they principally made their Escape. As 
soon as our right column heard us engaged they crossed Chads 
ford forced the Enemies breastworks and strongholds and 
put them to the flight and we encamped on the field of Bat- 
tle, the left of the right column making a junction with the 
right of our left column, with the 40th Regt: and Guards. 
The Enemy's loss is about 1000 killed and wounded and 
about 500 prisoners, together with 9 Branfield pieces, one 
more of a composition and one Brass Howitzer with several 
ammunition waggons, their numbers from their field returns 
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under General Washington with 4 Major-Generals, Green, 
Sullivan, Stephen, and Lord Sterling, were 12.900 men being 
43 Battalions of 300 men. 

Our left column with the Commander in Chief, which was 
principally Engaged consisted of 7000 men, composed of the 
Chasseurs, two Battalions Light Infantry, 2 Battalions of 
Grenadiers, the Hessian Grenadiers, two Squadrons of 16th 
Dragoons, the Guards, and 3d and 4th Brigades, the 3d Bri- 
gade not in action being our reserve. The Loss we have 
sustained is trifling when compared to that of the Rebels 
bavins; about 60 killed and 300 wounded." 

Distribution of the Corps of Engineers, 11th June, 1777, 
Brunswick. 

Captain Montr6sor "j 

Lieu' Pitts ^ Commander-in-chief. 

Lieu 4 Haldane 
Lieu' Sprule 

Captain Nichol 1 Draughts- 
Ensign Wheeler J men. 
Captain Moncrief 
Lieu' Pyer 
Lieu' Sutherland 
Ensign Valiancy 

Lieut'ant Parker 



Commander-in-chief. 
Lord Cornwallis. 
Brunswick. 
Amboy. 
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Division oj the Rebel Army taken from a paper found on the 
Field of Battle at Birmingham Meeting-House, /September 
1M, 1777. 



Virginia. 
1st Reid's 
5th Hendrick's 
9th 
13th 

2d Spotswood's 

6th 

10th 

14th 

5 Marshall 

7 

11 

15 



4 Lawson 

8 

12 

G rayson's 

Patton's 



I Corps 



Maryland. 
1st 
3d 
6th 
1 Lower Counties, 

Delaware 
2d 
4th 
7th 
German Battl. 

Pennsylvania. 
1 
2 
7 

10 
Hartley's Corps. 

Pennsylvania. 
4 
5 
8 
11 

Pennsylvania. 
3 
6 
9 

12 
Spencer's Corps. 



Jersey. 



Virginia. 

1st Brigade 

General 

Muhlenburgh 



2d Brigade 

General 

Weedon 



3d Brigade 

General 

Woodford 



4th Brigade 

General 

Scott. 



Maryland. 

1st Brigade 

General 

Smallwood 



2d Brigade 
General 
de Borr6. 

"I Pennsylvania. 

J 1st Brigade 
. General 
Wayne 

Pennsylvania. 
2d Brigade 
General 
de Haas 



3d Brigade 

General 

Conway. 

] Jersey. 

I Jersey Brigade 
( General 
Maxwell. 



General 
Green. 



General 

Ste- 
phen. 



General 
Sulli- 



General 
. George 
\ Wash- 
ington. 



General 
Lincoln 



General 

Fred. 

Sterling 



Recapitula- 
tion. 

15 Battl. 

Virginia. 
2 Light 
Corps, Vir- 
ginia. 
6 Battl. 
Maryland. 

1 German 
Battl. Mary- 
land. 

12 Battl. 
Pennsyl- 
vania. 

2 Light 
Corps, Penn- 
sylvania. 

f 1 Battalion, 
J Lower Coun- 
| ties, Dela- 
te ware. 
4 Battl. 

Jersey. 

43 Batta- 
lions. Total 
being about 
300 men in 
each, makes 
Rank and file 
12,900 men. 
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From Note Book. "My Proposals to Sir Wm. Howe for the 
storming of the Rebel Fortress of Mud Island, and to head 
and direct it, November, 1777. 

John Montrisor, Chief Engineer. 

An arrangement for a general attack on the Fort on Mud 
Island, 6th November, 1777. 

The Batteries as follows: Middle Battery, one 8-inch Howitzer,") 
one 8-inch Mortar. Battery adjoining: Middle Battery, six 24 j ,, 
Pounders; Right or lower Battery, one 8-inch Howitzer, one 8-inch { 
Mortar; Mortar BatU, one 13-incn Mortar for lb. shot and carcases. J 

Pest House Battf of 2 Medium 12 Pounders, together with an I 
Iron 18 Pd r can only serve to protect the passage and annoy the I 5 
Fort, and 2-32 pounders. J 

2 Floating Batteries with 2-32 pounders in each 2 

A vessel carrying 24 Pd r , 3 Vigilant 24 P r , 9 two Pd r , 
6 four Pd r , * 19 



and two light 12 Pd r advanced on the lower wharf at the north 
point of Schuylkill. 



21 



The 2 Medium 12", and the Rebel 18 Pd r will occasionally amuse 39 
the shipping to prevent their falling down and firing (th° at great range) at 
our Boats or floating Batteries. 

Guns the Enemy have mounted to oppose, and whose Direction compre- 
hends the attack from Carpenter's Island. 

On West Block house ... 18 Pounder No. 2 

Upper do do ... 9 do above 1 

Centre do do ... 9 do below 1 

Lower do do Port Holes but no guns visible 

One very oblique Embrasure in the mud Bank 

f Then follows a list of articles necessary, as 20 scaling ladders 1 4 

1 for the escalade of 15 feet, 10 & 16 feet 10 inches, Fascines, 4 V — 
( Bridges of 22 & 24 feet Span, &c. <fec. ) 

Direction of the Fire from the Batteries for the attack for the 1st day, 
9th Nov. 1777. 

Batteries on the left above the stream 

at the Upper Block House 8-inch Howitzer 1 

at the 2 Gun Battery on the Dam 24 Pounders 3 

at the Middle Block House 34 do 2 

f at the Lower do do 24 do 2 

| at the do do do 8-inch Howitzer 1 

Into the Body of the Fort 8-inch Mortars 2 

For throwing of Carcases 13-inch do 1 

pieces of ordnance 12 



